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The President’s Message.
May saw Macarthur Photographic Society once again impacted by COVID-19. Just as we all thought
it was safe to go back on the road again, some members of the Snowy Trip became victims of “Close
Contact Covid” that spread to some family members as well. A reminder that “safe distancing” is an
important part of minimising infections.
Our May Competition Night was postponed with very little notice when our Judge for the evening,
David Johnson, phoned in sick. With quite a few members in COVID isolation as well, the Committee
agreed to postpone the competition to a later date as part of our AGM
On another note, The Committee has passed substantial improvements to our Competition Rules.
There have been no significant changes in what is acceptable as an entry, rather it is a simplification
and clarification of the original intent.
The Committee is also working on finalising the MPS submission for a Council Grant. The Grant, if
approved, will assist with financing a major Macarthur Photographic Society event in 2023. This will
be a similar event to the one proposed for 2020 but was cancelled when Camden Council withdrew
the funding due to COVID19 restrictions.
Recently the Competition Committee, (Robert Rosee, Brett Atkins, and I) selected the Society’s
entries in the 2022 Australia Cup Competition. Entries were selected from members submissions and
open monthly competition entries, Colour and Monochrome, that received Distinctions. Seventeen
individual members submitted up to 3 images each of their own work that they thought worthy of
consideration. A full list of entries and the presentation date will be published shortly.
The 2022 Interclub Challenge Invitation and details have been distributed to the St George Leagues
Club Photographic Society and Ingleburn Photography Club. This year Macarthur Photographic
Society is the host for the annual competition. It is fast approaching so we are calling for Members
submission. Tuesday the 16th of August 2022 has been booked at the Willow Room Camden
Lakeside Golf Club. Details to be announced soon.
Could I remind Members that the AGM is on Wednesday the 27th of July. Please consider standing
for one of the available positions. A “Position Description” document will be release shortly.
Peter Sherlock
President
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COMMITTEE
The Executive Committee
President

Peter Sherlock

Treasurer

Tony Law

Secretary

Neil Loomes

Office Bearers
Vice President

David Williams

Competition Secretary

Robert Rosee

Program Coordinator

Eddie Lim

Member Liaison Officer

Eileen Neville

Social Secretary

Lisa Everett

Cable Release Editor

Jenny Delaporte

Publicity Officer

Brett Atkins

Assistant Secretary

Marie McLaurin

Committee Support Team
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Digital Projectionist
Club Photographer
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David Williams
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COMPETITION SECRETARY’S REPORT
June 2022 Competition Judged by Neil Loomes
21 members entered a total of 92 images, 38 Distinctions & 41 Credits were
awarded as follows:

Colour Prints

6 Images

3 Distinctions

3 Credits

Monochrome Prints

6 Images

4 Distinctions

1 Credits

Projected Images Colour

35 images

12 Distinctions 16 Credits

Projected Images Monochrome

26 images

12 Distinctions 13 Credits

Themed Intentional Camera Movement

19 images

7 Distinctions

8 Credits

Image of The Month Eddie Lim’s Monochrome Projected Image “Serenity”

Sharyn Lee Body board

David Williams Iconic

Lisa Everett Abbey Rd

Frances Tang Morning walk

Tony Naumovski On a rainy day

Lyn Forbes The silent listener Marie McLaurin Mountain Country

Jenny Delaporte Still life dancing
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NXT MNTH COMPETITION MEETING
As well as the normal colour and mono digital categories, the theme for the creative category in July
is “Bokeh”. Our judge for the night will be Tanya Du Toit. Tanya is a multi-award-winning
photographer. She specialises in creating dramatic portraits that evoke an emotional response.

The bokeh effect is produced when the foreground and/or background is intentionally blurred around
a subject. Bokeh, meaning "blur" in Japanese, can be achieved by using adjusting a camera's
aperture for a shallow depth of field. The bokeh effect is an aesthetic choice and tends to give images
a dreamlike appearance.

Image source lightstalking.com

Image source photographylife.com

All digital entries need to be submitted to the Competition Secretary by the Friday before the meeting,
the 8th July along with your payment advise slip to the Treasurer.
Digital entries $2 Printed entries $1
Categories are Digital Colour and Monochrome, Printed Colour and Monochrome and the themed
Image which is also Digital

Competition meeting details will be distributed the week prior to the meeting.
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PRESENTATIONS
Our AGM will be held on 27th July, so time to start thinking about who you would like on the committee
to take the club into the future or if you would like to take on a role and share some of your knowledge
and expertise.
All committee positions are declared vacant on the night. You all should know by now that our
president Peter Sherlock is not standing again this year and also Robert Rosee our Competition
Secretary, so we are definitely going to need people to put their hands up for these roles.
If you are worried that you may not understand or be able to take on a role, the rest of the committee
will be there to help you through, it’s a great club and without people willing to take part and have a go
we can’t move forward.

Image source-motafrenz.org.au

GET INVOLVED
Along with the AGM being held, we will also have the May competition that had to be rescheduled due to the
judge being ill. David Johnson used to be a member of our club and has judged and presented for us before.
He will be our judge on the night and will also be our returning officer to run the AGM once again.
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FEATURED MEMBER
TONY LAW
Born in Kent, England in 1948 there were very few cameras in our family, having delved into my
family history there are few early images.
However, by late 1956 I was able to get my hands on my first camera a Kodak Brownie 620, I must
have been about 20 years old at that time, manufacture of this model ceased in 1941. Finance for film
was an issue and so a newspaper round was required (delivering about 100 every morning!). Most
photos were taken at family gatherings.
A couple of years later I was able to invest in a brand-new Kodak 127

Kodak Brownie

620 Kodak 127

Next came a Kodak Instamatic, in 1965 I was making my first international trip. I spent a few weeks in
and around Paris with my pen pal, he had visited me the previous year.

Kodak Instamatic
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FEATURED MEMBER
I was still only interested in photographing people. Those I took in Paris of the Eiffel Tower etc were
so woeful they were consigned to the garbage bin many moons ago!

My Grandfather with the Airfix kits I had built by that time.

I am sure there was another camera too until I bought my first SLR in 1983 but cannot remember it.
My first SLR was a Konica Autoreflex TC, by now (1983). I had moved to South Africa in 1980 and
needed to have a camera for landscapes and wildlife but I was still taking ‘holiday snaps’. My new job
took me travelling throughout Asia too and the prices in Hong Kong were too good to pass up. While
in South Africa I also had the opportunity to visit Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Malawi (met
my wife Lyn there!) and Swaziland (we honeymooned there!!)
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FEATURED MEMBER

Images from South Africa

Hong Kong

South Korea

Taiwan

Thailand
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FEATURED MEMBER
In 1989 I was asked to move to Australia to run the growing Asian business, arriving April 4. The
following year we had “the recession we had to have” and my job disappeared!
It would be 1995 before I was able to upgrade to a Canon EOS 500

Heron Island
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FEATURED MEMBER
My coming into the digital age took place in 2007, purchasing the Canon 400D. The push I needed
was my desire to do astrophotography, having joined the Macarthur Astronomical Society in June
2004 I was content with visual observations until Chris Malikoff and Deb Taylor had me in awe of their
deep sky photography. This progressed to the stage that, in 2010 I purchased a well-used, modified,
Canon 40D (IR filter removed) to obtain enhanced Astro images.

Astro images were processed in Deep Sky Stacker and used Picasa to ‘process’ images
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FEATURED MEMBER
Images taken on Canon 400D

In 2012 an upgrade to the Canon 5D Mk II
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FEATURED MEMBER
With a major change in my telescope set up I was looking for a lighter weight camera to replace the
Canon 40D and if possible be a replacement for the 5D MkII. My long lenses for this were causing me
to need a tripod most of the time. Just too heavy! I solved the issue by switching to the mirrorless
Sony A7s in 2015, which in turn has been replaced by the Sony A7 III, late last year, for ‘normal
photography’. As mentioned earlier, for processing I used Picasa but now have Photoshop and
Lightroom (mainly use Lightroom) and Topaz AI. I joined MPS in 2017 and for about 18 months I was
hesitant to put an image in to a competition. Once I overcame this, I have enjoyed receiving the
critiques from the variety of judges. Always interesting to receive tips from members too, we are
always learning. With the new Sony I am still trying to work through the menus!!

Peru and Chile
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FEATURED MEMBER
I have found, over the last couple of years, that I enjoy producing mono images as much as colour.

Having just had a great time in the Snowy Mountains (ignore the Covid!) I am looking forward to
further adventures with MPS

Thanks to all the members for making this such an enjoyable experience.

ISSUE NO 332. June 2022

Cable Release

TIPS AND TRICKS
Work with Your Composition
To take engaging photos, you need to be engaged with what you’re doing. Don’t just fly by on
autopilot. Instead, put thought into your composition and try to make your photos as good as possible.
That starts with knowing the basics of how to compose good photos. Don’t cut off important parts of
your subject with the edge of your frame. Keep your horizons level and try to eliminate any
distractions in your photo by adjusting your composition. See if your photo has a sense of balance
and simplicity. And if the photo doesn’t look good on your first try, keep experimenting until you get it
right.

NIKON D800E + 24-70mm f/2.8 @ 24mm, ISO 400, 1/100, f/5.6. Photo by Nasim Mansurov.

Learn Which Settings Matter
There are a lot of camera settings, and it takes some practice to get them right, especially as a
beginner. Even advanced photographers won’t always do everything perfectly. But it’s worth learning
how to set your camera properly, and which camera settings matter the most, so you have the best
chance to take the photos you want.
First, try practicing with camera modes other than full Auto. You won’t learn anything if your camera
is making all the decisions for you. It might be confusing at first, but hopefully articles
on aperture, shutter speed, and ISO will give you a good head start. Those are the three most
important settings in all of photography.
Aside from aperture, shutter speed, and ISO, learn how to focus properly by practicing with the
different autofocus modes. You’ll probably prefer single-servo autofocus (also known as One-Shot
AF) for stationary subjects, and continuous-servo autofocus (also known as AI Servo) for moving
subjects. Don’t use manual focus unless it’s so dark that autofocus isn’t working.
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TIPS AND TRICKS
Lastly, shoot in RAW if you want to edit your photos, or think there’s any chance you’ll edit them in the
future. JPEGs look good out of camera, but the files have much less latitude for post-processing. (If
you aren’t sure, shoot RAW+JPEG, and keep the RAWs for later just in case.) Research RAW vs
JPEG for more.

To capture photos like this, it helps to have an intimate understanding of camera settings. Two-exposure blend.

Pay Attention to the Light
Probably the single most important part of photography is light. If you take a photo with good light,
you’ve taken a huge step toward getting a good picture. But what counts as good light? It’s not all
about sunsets. Often, the goal here is to balance the light’s intensity between your subject and
background. Even if you’re photographing an amazing sunset, the photo could be ruined by a
completely dark and silhouetted foreground. The easiest way to solve this is to pay attention to the
direction and softness of the light. If the light is too harsh, you could get bad shadows going across
your subject, which is especially a problem for portrait photography. If the light is coming from an
unflattering angle, see what you can do to move the light source (in a studio) or move the subject
(outdoors) – or wait until the light is better (landscape photography). Also, if you’re taking handheld
pictures, make sure there is enough light. If not, use a flash or move where it’s brighter. The easiest
way to get bland, discoloured photos is to shoot in environments without enough light.
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TIPS AND TRICKS
Don’t Overexpose Highlights
When you are picking your camera settings, it is critical to avoid overexposing highlights in a photo.
The reason? It’s simply impossible to recover any detail from white areas of a photo
It’s pretty easy to keep your highlights intact. But this is where shutter speed, aperture, and ISO are
so important. These are the only camera settings that directly affect the brightness of a photo
(ignoring flash settings, of course). Even exposure compensation – an important setting itself – just
tells your camera to change one or more of these three variables.
When you’re taking photos, watch the camera screen to see if there is any overexposure. If there is,
the first thing you should do is lower your ISO to its base value (usually ISO 100). If it’s already there,
use faster shutter speed. That will take care of the issue. As for aperture, make sure it isn’t set to a
crazy value (f/32, f/45, etc.) and you’ll be good.

NIKON D800E + Nikon AF-S NIKKOR 70-200mm f/4G ED VR @ 130mm, ISO 100, 1/8, f/16.0
All information and images sourced from photographylife.com

Image source pixel.com
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INTERESTING PHOTOGRAPHY FACTS
The First Projected Image Was Through a Camera Obscura
When we think of an image, we think of a photo or landscape on a screen. We forget that tiny holes
are enough to allow a projection of any given scene. Glass isn’t even needed. The first projected
image was through a Camera Obscura. It is a literal translation from Latin, meaning Dark Room. The
principle was first recorded by Mozi, a Chinese philosopher, between 470 to 391 BCE. This was a
dark box with a tiny hole that let in light. The light replicated the outside scene on a screen or wall
opposite the hole. One of the interesting camera obscura facts is that the reflected image was upside
down. This is the idea behind the pinhole camera.

An image of an interior taken with a pinhole camera

Cat Photos are Much Older Than You Think
You might think that funny cat photos are a trend that began a few years ago. It is still one of the most
popular searches in Google. But cat photography has origins in the 19th century. This viral trend was
born in the 1870s when Harry Pointer took a photo of his cat and started it all. Someone please thank
that man!
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INTERESTING PHOTOGRAPHY FACTS
The First Photography Paper Was Made Out of Asphalt
Well, it wasn’t made from the same stuff we make roads and pavements from. It was, however, made
into varnish and applied to copper or glass plates. The asphalt was commonly known as Bitumen. It
was a black viscous liquid that was light-sensitive.

You Can Develop Your Negatives in Coffee
You might not believe it, but Caffenol is a real thing. Use coffee, vitamin C, and washing soda
to develop your black and white negatives. The first two ingredients bind together to form a developer.
The washing soda adds alkalinity to the solution, allowing you to develop images.

Image Credit: @LANCEPHOTO
All images and information sourced from expertphotography.com
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SHOT SPOTS
LOFTUS TRAMWAY MUSEUM
Open Wednesdays 10am-5pm and Sundays 10am-3pm
Information and Images www.sydneytramwaymuseum.com.au

THIRLMERE FESTIVAL OF STEAM
Information and Images www.thirlmerefestivalofsteam.com.au
Wollondilly Shire Council and Transport Heritage NSW are pleased to present the 2022 Thirlmere
Festival of Steam which will now take place on Saturday 25 and Sunday 26 June 2022 following
postponement in March.
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SHOT SPOTS
HARS AVIATION MUSEUM
https://hars.org.au/

Image source hars.org.au

Image source australia’sguide.com

SYDNEY BUS MUSEUM
Information and images www.sydneybusmuseum.com.au/
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PROGRAM
February the 9th
Competition Judge – Nigel Smith
Theme: Reflections

February the 23rd
Presenter – Brett Mezen
Nocturnal Wildlife Photography

March the 9th
Competition Judge- Linda Fury-Cancelled Due to weather/Rescheduled
Theme: Looking up

March the 23rd
Competition Judge- Linda Fury
Theme: Looking up

April the 13th
Competition Judge- Colin Talbot
Theme: Directional Light

April the 27th
Presenter-Table Top workshop

May the 11th
Competition Judge -David Johnson-Cancelled due to judge being sick, to be rescheduled
Theme: Street Photography

May the 25th
Presenter- Glenn Smith
Close up/ Macro Photography

June the 8th
Competition Judge- Alan Hitchfield
Theme; Intentional Camera Movement

June the 22nd
Presenter- Brett Atkins (Gadgetry)

July the 13th
Competition Judge- Tania Du Toit
Theme: Bokeh
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PROGRAM
July the 27th
AGM Plus the rescheduled May competition with David Johnson as our Judge

August the 10th
Competition Judge- Ben Kipillow
Theme: Framing

August the 24th
Presenter- Sandra Dan
TBA

September the 14th
Competition Judge- TBA
Theme: Creative Beach Photography

September the 28th
Presenter- Colin Talbot
Framing and Curating

October the 12th
Competition Judge- John and Leanne Alessi
Theme: Vintage Image (looks like it was taken 60+ years ago, subject, lighting, processing, paging etc)

October the 26th
Presenter- Mieke Boynton
Awesome Abstract

November the 9th
Competition Judge – TBA
Theme: Night Scenes

November the 23rd
Presenter- Ben Kipillow
TBA

December the 14th
Top Shot Judge- Sandra Dann

